A Clearer View


By November, most of the leaves have fallen and there is a clear view through the trees.  Things you have not seen since last winter are now quite apparent.  From our backyard, three houses that just seem to disappear during the leaf-covered trees of summer now are very clearly seen through the bare limbs of our trees.  The drive from our home to the interstate through a wooded stretch of highway now has various views of houses and buildings that we have not seen since last spring.  When the leaves fall, we have a clearer view of objects hidden by trees loaded with leaves.  


The change in seasons of our lives also gives us a clearer view of life’s "objects."  Age and maturity help us see childhood, careers, marriage, illness, disappointments, and other aspects of life more vividly and with more detail.  Perhaps that is why the Bible places such emphasis on respect for what older people have to say.  Paul talks about the importance of older women teaching younger women (Titus 2:3-4).  Elders must have maturity and have proven themselves in leadership of their own family (I Timothy 3:4-6).  Solomon pointed out the value of the mature years when he wrote:  "The glory of young men is their strength, but the beauty of old men is their gray hair" (Proverbs 20:29).


As we age and lose vitality, perhaps not moving as quickly or thinking as sharply as in previous years, we must keep in mind that in one sense we can see more clearly the issues of life that were not visible to us in the years of our youth.  That is why it is so important that older people mentor younger people and be available to assist and encourage when opportunities arise.  More mature people need to provide the glasses of experience and age so the younger can see more clearly.  
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