A License is Not a Law


A statement I heard an instructor make about using a piece of software has implications for our behavior.  “Just because you can does not mean that you should.”  There are important Biblical applications in this thought.  Paul said in I Thessalonians 6:21-22, “But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good.  Abstain from every form of evil.”  He wrote in Philippians 4:11, “I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.”  


As young people we have a tendency to think that when we become 18 we have the right to do anything we want because we are legally adults.  Or we think that when we reach retirement age we can quit everything we are doing and “enjoy” life.  We have been licensed to do so because we are the right age.  If we are out in the country and there is a straight road and no traffic and no law enforcement people around we may feel it does not matter if we break the speed limit.


We should realize that just because we can does not mean that we should.  We need to weigh consequences and results of our actions.  We must consider carefully our decisions and make sure that God would approve.  Paul knew the struggle all of us have in choosing right actions.  He said that there were things he had to do to buffet his body to avoid doing the wrong thing  (I Corinthians 9:27).  


There are things we might want to be able to do, but because we don’t have the ability or the strength or the knowledge we can’t. In addition, just because we can does not mean that we should.
