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Often the world around us looks pretty innocent and inviting.  A beautiful day, the sun is shining—opportunities unlimited await us, whatever our position in life.  Yet Satan often uses those conditions to tempt us and lead us down the broad path to sin overtly or by doing nothing.  As Peter said, “…Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (I Peter 5:8).  Jesus reacted to the apostles who went to sleep while he was praying in the garden, "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak" (Matthew 26:41).  And Paul wrote in Ephesians 6:11, “Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.” Satan is a powerful enemy and he can reach us in a variety of ways.  


One way that Satan reaches us is through apathy.  Some of the harshest words in the Bible are directed to groups of people who were apathetic about the Lord’s Word.  To the church of Laodicea, John wrote these words, “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth “(Rev. 3:l5-16).  In the story of the Good Samaritan, it was the religious person who simply went to the other side of the road when he saw the critically wounded man (Luke 10:31).  He really didn’t care.  The one-talent man was condemned because he simply ignored working with his talent—he just buried it (Matthew 25: 25-26).


When you have been a Christian for a while, apathy can set in.  How can we overcome the danger of apathy?


First, stay in the Word.  The Hebrew writer vividly indicates that the Word is alive and active and will influence and motivate us in doing right (Hebrews 4:12).  


Second, get involved in teaching the Word to another person.  Christianity is based on sharing the good news with another person.  That is what motivates us—bringing the lost to Christ.  Bible study with an interested person will keep us stimulated because the Gospel has power to save (Romans 1:16).  


Third, take a personal retreat.  Get away from the busyness of life from time to time.  As we read the gospel accounts of the life of Jesus, one trait we see often is his getting away from the crowds and spending time with the Father (Luke 9:18).  Take an afternoon or evening or day and just ponder God and your relationship to him.

The New Yorker Magazine recently featured an article about rats.  New York has a beautiful skyline and every convenience a person would want.  People come from all over the world to shop and see the sights.  
Yet rats have invaded it.  There are 28 million rats in the city—four rats for every person.  There are now 300 people working day and night to get rid of the rats.  New York is a great city, but there are rats lurking everywhere!  So it is with Satan.  It is a wonderful time to be alive and to serve the Lord wherever we live and whatever we do.  But don’t forget Satan is everywhere, lurking behind the next corner, ready to pounce or to gently lull us into apathy.  Be on guard.
