Clap and Cheer


I enjoy the story of the first grader who tried out for the class play.  When he came home from school after the try-outs, his mother asked him if he got a part.  His happy response was, “Yes! I’ve been picked to clap and cheer."  


Each of us has been chosen to clap and cheer.  If we feel we are not useful in a particular area, keep in mind that we can always encourage others who may have a more specific or larger role to play.  One of the reasons we all like Barnabas is that he was an encourager.  He was always there to clap and cheer his brethren on to greater service.  The Apostle Paul usually closed his letters by exhorting the brethren he was writing to and showing appreciation for the great work they were doing, often in very difficult circumstances.  Romans 16 is primarily made up of “clapping and cheering” his brethren’s efforts and encouraging them in their faithful service to the Lord.  


We can do that in many ways.  Sending cards, making phone calls, writing e-mail messages, and saying an encouraging word in our conversations are all ways of clapping and cheering.   Sometimes simply our presence can have that same effect—especially when we provide a positive personality and manner.   As I am preaching, sometimes just looking out in the audience and seeing a smiling face or the head nodding in agreement can give me a lift that energizes me during the sermon.  None of us is ever beyond needing a pat on the back or a cheerful word.  People may not know the challenges we are currently facing, and the uplifting word may be just what we need to get over that difficult hurdle.


The letter from Paul to Philemon is intended to cheer him on in accepting Onesimus back as a brother and fellow worker in Christ.  No doubt both Onesimus and Philemon appreciated Paul's encouragement.


All of us may not be five-talent people, but simply being a fellow human being gives us the ability to clap and cheer for others.

