Doing Common Things Well


One of the great stories of the Bible is Naaman the leper being healed by following Elisha's instructions to dip seven times in the Jordan River (II Kings 5).  At first he didn’t want to do what Elisha told him to do.  He thought it was beneath him to go and wash in the muddy waters of Jordan.  He wanted to do it in a better quality river, such as the Abana or Pharpar (II Kings 5:11-12).  Naaman was displeased with the manner in which Elisha handled the situation.  He expected some great event to cure him of his disease.  Perhaps he wanted Elisha to come wave a wand and say some special words, or have lightning to flash, and he would be healed.  


We have tendencies in that direction at times.  We all want to be a part of something great.  But the task that most of us have to do is the simple thing, the commonplace, the act that has to be done out of everyone’s sight.  God does not want most of us to do the great, the extraordinary thing.  He wants most of us to do the common things of life.  God may have great things for us to do; he certainly has the small.  And in the small he gives us the opportunity to prove the sincerity of our desire to serve Him in what is greater.


Let’s be content in knowing the value of doing the common things well.  Be on time.  Do things when you say you will do them.  Spend time with your children individually on a regular basis.   Show love toward your spouse daily.  Be courteous to strangers and to your family members.  Let people in front of you in line.  Show respect for the elderly and give them your time and love.  Do your job well.  Study hard.  Keep your room clean.  Pick up after yourself.  Look neat.  Give a smile to people you meet.  Take out the garbage without complaining.  


We may have an opportunity to do something great, but our Christian walk in many situations is simply doing the common things—and doing them well.







