Don’t Invest Too Much in Tomorrow


“Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth” (Proverbs 27:1).  Solomon reminds us that we cannot predict the future.  The rich farmer learned this the hard way.  He was giving a lot of attention to constructing bigger barns for future harvests and God called him a fool (Luke 12:16-21).  That night he lost it all, including his own soul!  


With this principle there are two ancillary applications.  First is rejoicing in today.  “This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24). Be grateful for now, for today.  The idea of living for the end of the semester, the end of a project, the end of a week, is not wise.  Acknowledge the day and the blessings of it.  Boast not of tomorrow!


Second, we have a limited time.  “Life is faster than weaver’s shuttle” (Job 7:6).  “The length of our days is seventy years--or eighty, if we have the strength; yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly away” (Psalm 90:10).  Paul wrote, “But this I say, the time is short” (I Corinthians 9:27).  There should be an urgency about our daily living, for we are exchanging a day for it.  


Third, we should regularly ask ourselves the question, “What should I be doing now?”  We can’t make up for being an inadequate parent when our children are grown.  The rich man and Lazarus tell us that after this life is over we cannot decide to go back and make changes on the way we lived on earth.  Is what I’m doing what I need to be doing now?  Looking to tomorrow to change is too late.  If we have a problem in our marriage, now is the time to work it out.  If we have wronged a brother or sister, straighten it out now.  If someone needs to be taught, be teaching that person now.  If we need to obey the gospel and be baptized, we need to do it now.  If we are going through some motions of being a Christian but need to change and rededicate our commitment to Jesus Christ, we need to do it now.  


Boast not of tomorrow; live for today.

