     Discussion Questions for December 4, 2011                             Steve Boyd   
              "The Potter and the Clay"                      Romans Chapter 9
1.  How is God like a potter with us being the clay?  

2.  Paul says in verse 13, "Jacob I love, but Esau I hated."  How do you explain this? How is this "just?"
3.  What was God's purpose in the life of Pharaoh?  Vs l7 and 18

4.  In reading this chapter, one could look at the discussion   of Old Testament people in verses six through thirteen and say that God chose some and rejected others.  How do you explain to someone that God will accept everyone if we follow his commands?  
5.  What does the sovereignty of God mean?

6.  Paul quotes quite a bit from the Old Testament in this chapter.  Why does he do this?
7.  This chapter is pretty challenging and scholars have many views on this chapter.  What other verses in the Bible are especially difficult to understand?  
